TEMPLE LIBRARY CHANGES ITS POLICY TO REFLECT CITIZENS’ CONCERNS

Last summer, our Public Library here in Temple, Texas decided to put up a display in the children’s section celebrating, and encouraging our children to celebrate, the LGBTQ lifestyles.  This display crossed a critical line from neutrality to advocacy.  That line that should not be crossed by a public, taxpayer-funded institution like our library, especially when it undermines a large part of the community’s moral values.  Having a wide variety of books in a public library is one thing; but erecting displays that promote dangerous and destructive lifestyle choices – especially to our children – is entirely another thing.  The job of the Library is simply to make informational and educational resources available for its patrons, not to promote one side over another in social or political matters.  

For those who were following this story, there is good news to report:
On Monday, April 16th, the Temple Public Library Board voted unanimously (7-0) to approve a new display policy (see the new policy below, as well as the petition that was presented to the Library Board).  This decision came as a response to the deeply-held concerns, voiced over a period of several months (including at this meeting) by local citizens, about the pro-LGBTQ display erected in the children’s section of the library last summer.  We are grateful to God for this positive step forward on the part of our city’s officials, and we are cautiously optimistic that it will be implemented in a way that is truly neutral regarding sexual and moral issues.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Three days after the Board Meeting on April 16th, two leaders from our local action group, Concerned Christian Citizens, went to the Temple City Council meeting to address our city officials about the policy.  As the library policies are set by our city officials, this was not the first time we have attended a Council meeting and addressed our Mayor, City Council, City Manager and City Attorney.  During the Public Comments section of the meeting, we expressed our gratitude for the positive decision that has been made regarding library displays, as well as our intention to stay focused and watchful to ensure its bona fide implementation.  Even though we were met with an openly disparaging remark by our outgoing Mayor immediately after we sat down, the effort to publicly hold our elected officials accountable was well worth it.  As it is written in Amos 5:15: “Hate evil, love good, and establish justice in the gate!”

Agendas to pervert and indoctrinate our children are pervasive in our times.  We are living in the days of which Paul spoke when he warned, “But realize this, that in the last days difficult times will come” (2 Timothy 3:1). But living in perilous times only magnifies the urgency of fulfilling our calling to be “the salt of the earth” and “the light of the world” (Matthew 5:13-16).  As followers of Jesus Christ, we make a difference when we show up and stand up wherever truth is under attack.  And wherever truth is attacked, our neighbors – the ones we are commanded to love as ourselves (Matthew 22:39) – will always, inevitably, suffer under the lies we allow to stand if we do not show up.

In Temple and surrounding areas, we are seeing the Lord raise up a band of believers who will not go silently into the night.
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This is the Temple Public Library’s new policy for displays.
[image: ]

This petition, presented to the Library Board in January, gathered 966 local signatures.
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Temple Public ibrary Media Display Policy paey

The Temple Public ibrary has adopted the foliowing yedia DsPlay Policy to guide tibrarians and

inform the public about the principles upon which gigpjay themes and materials are chosen:
he variety of subjects, genres,

Displays are used to WighIIBht new materials, educate gne public 869Ut Lk
and formats offered, and to stimulate interest in the prary collections: services, snd [Ss00E,
Placement of materlals on displays does not imply the jprary’s endorsement of ideas, opIRons,

viewpoints expressed therein.

Displays should support the Library's mission staterent

To serve the community of Temple in its diverse infopmation and leisure pursuits,
Library complements the services of other communiry agencies by Providing high-interest materials,
resources for reference and life-long learning and a yariety of cultural and informative programs and
exhibits,

The following criteria will be considered when selecting or approving displays:
ials will not be included in

the Temple Public

*  Format and style are suitable for intended audience (e.g adult mat
displays in the children’s area);

* Appropriateness to seasonal events, holidays, etc.;

* Relation to current events;

*  Historical or regional relevance;

* Relation to events in the communty;

*  Representation of a genre, trend, o culture;

Interest of patrons and the public.

Guidelines for display:
«  Themes and materials selected should fulfill the Library’s mission to provide materials which
meet patrons’ interests and needs.

o Materials should be in good condition.
Topical displays should represent the wide variety of viewpoints offered in the collections.

Displays should not promote a specific religion, political party, or cause.
Any signage included should clearly state the theme of the display.

Approval of displays:
Youth Services Librarian is responsible for Children’s, Youth, and Teen displays.

»  Adult Services Librarian is responsible for Adult and Genealogy displays.
«  Final approval of all displays lies with the Library Director. The Youth Services Librarian and
Adult Services Librarian are expected to consult with the Library Director on the themes of

displays.
«  Patrons who request the reconsideration of [irary display materials will be asked to follow the
procedures concerning reconsideration of library materials as outlined in the City of Temple's

Collection Development policy.
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PUBLIC LETTER OF REQUEST FOR RECONSIDERATION
TO THE TEMPLE PUBLIC LIBRARY

We, the undersigned residents of Temple (TX) and surrounding areas, do hereby declare
that:

Whereas we hold firmly to the biblical view of morality and human sexuality, namely
that sex is a gift from God reserved for marriage between a man and a woman; and
whereas we hold the biblical and historical principle, supported by numerous scientific
studies, that the family structure that best serves the needs of children consists of both
a father and a mother;*

Whereas we earnestly strive to raise our children with those biblical, Judeo-Christian
values;

Whereas we as area residents both patronize our community’s public library and
participate in its support through our tax dollars;

Whereas in patronizing our community’s public library, we expect a safe and friendly
learning environment, and one that is not hostile to the values with which we are
endeavoring to raise our children;

Whereas the Temple Public Library, by erecting a display in its children’s section this
past summer that both encouraged the celebration of the Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual,
Transgender and Queer/Questioning lifestyles, and implicitly suggested to our children
that to welcome and support such lifestyle choices (and thereby to subvert the moral
standard of the Bible) is the morally right thing to do;

Whereas we understand that it is the library’s position to hold a variety of informational
resources; however, our complaint is that the library’s display went beyond providing
information to promoting the LGBTQ lifestyle;

We, the undersigned residents of Temple (TX) and surrounding areas, do request and
insist that the Temple Public Library, its Board, and its Administrators (those within the
Library system and those representing the City of Temple) refrain in both policy and
practice from further advocacy regarding sexual and moral issues and practices, like
homosexuality, proven to be dangerous and deemed to be immoral by the large
percentage of local residents who hold to biblical and traditional values.?

* https://www.washingtontimes.com/.../study-children-fare-better-traditional-mom-dad-...;
http://www.clasp.org/resources-and-publications/states/0086.pdf

2“Sexuality and Gender: Findings from the Biological, Psychological, and Social Sciences,” by Dr. Lawrence Mayer
and Dr. Paul McHugh, The New Atlantis: a Journal of Technology & Society: Number 50 — Fall 2016.;
http://www.cdc.gov/immwr/volumes/65/ss/ss6509a1.htm?s_cid=ss6509a1_w
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